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THE NORTHERN RUSTIC: STANDFUSSIANA 
LUCERNEA (LINN.) (LEPIDOPTERA, 
NOCTUIDAE) IN LANCASHIRE. 

By E. G. Hancock* 

Barrett (1896) tells us that the Northern Rustic, Standfussiana 
lucernea (Linn.), is said to be rare in Lancashire; South (1920) 
merely repeats this statement. Having examined the records avail¬ 
able it does appear to be rather infrequently referred to in a Lan¬ 
cashire context. This would be especially so now that Furness and 
a considerable part of the west pennine moors have been removed 
to other political entities. Since the evidence for a discussion of the 
status of S. lucernea as a Lancashire insect would almost entirely 
disappear under the new definition of the county it is decided to 
retain, mentally at least, the older boundaries. This is further rein¬ 
forced by the fact that only one of the records is post 1974 (the 
date of local government reorganisation). 

The preferred habitat and behaviour of lucernea is described 
by Goater in some detail (in Heath and Emmet, 1979). There are 
few sea cliffs on the Lancashire coast and in any case there are no 
records of lucernea from those that do exist. Inland, however, 
there are numerous natural and quarried rocky areas in the mill¬ 
stone grit of the pennine moors and limestone in north Lancashire. 
Here the data indicate that these areas are indeed those which 
support populations of the moth. 

What prompted me to look at this species was the finding of 
a male example in a portable mercury vapour light trap in my own 
back yard on the night of the 14 July 1981, Astley Bridge, Bolton 
(NGR: SD 792118). This is a literal statement. The reason for the 
trap being set in the yard rather than the garden is another story. 
The house is less than half a mile from moorlands and extensive 
stone quarries on the north side of Bolton. 

In the north west as a whole, the Lake District is an obvious 
place to find the Northern Rustic although it appears not to be as 
densely recorded as in North Wales. The only other specimen 1 
have taken personally was at light at Ulverston, in Furness (SD 
290788), 20 August 1968. The pennines which are represented 
by western extensions into Lancashire of the moors around the 
north and east of Manchester, Blackburn and Burnley are also 
likely to yield this species. This is obvious from the evidence of the 
more frequent records from the Yorkshire side in the area of Halifax, 
Huddersfield and Ilkley, for example. 

So it is to the local literature that one must turn for records and 
after that the examination of public and private collections, fol¬ 
lowed by verbal contact. The county list of Lepidoptera (Mansbridge, 
1923 & 1940) with an update (Smith, 1955) give Catlow, near 
Nelson (SD 88-36-) as a locality where it is not uncommon, recorded 
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by Allan Brindle of Manchester Museum. Albert E. Wright found 
one “at Burnley" in 1918. Mr. Stuart Coxey, a Bolton collector, 
sent a record from the “Bolton Mosses”. This he tells me (in litt. 
30 Oct 1981) was a misprint for “moors” and is referable to a speci¬ 
men in his collection dated 22 July 1951. It was caught at Horrocks 
Fold where the aforementioned quarries near my own residence 
are found. J. W. Baldwin, another Bolton naturalist, recorded it 
at Turton Toppings in Bolton (SD 72-13-) which is also less than a 
mile from these quarries. No date is given for this record but it 
is at least before 1875. Baldwin was primarily a conchologist and 
his collection came to the museum in Bolton. Although 1 have 
identified some microlepidoptera as having been collected by him 
there are no examples of S. lucemea in the museum from any 
source until the Astley Bridge specimen in 1981. 

The Nelson locality is repeated by Woods (1968) and it still 
occurred in a quarry there at that time. The only other modern 
record is represented by a post-1960 solid dot on the distribution 
map given in Heath & Emmet, 1979. This is for the square SJ79 
which covers the low lying land around Salford and would appear 
to be unlikely area for this species. If the record is not in error then 
the western part of this ten kilometre square includes the remains of 
some of the famous south Lancashire mosses, Chat and Carrington, 
where it is conceivable the moth may breed. John Heath informs me 
(in litt. 26 Aug. 1981) that another record had been sent in to the 
Biological Records Centre at Monkswood for the square SD60. I 
have traced this record to Mr. Tim Melling of Bolton, a keen amateur 
collector now studying at Newcastle-upon-Tyne University. He 
generated the record on the basis of a manuscript note by another 
collector, Mr. Priddy of Westhoughton. It was only when Tim ob¬ 
tained this man’s collection and was able to examine it closely that 
the record proved to be unfounded. It was based on a worn example 
of the variable Dotted Clay, Xestia baja D. & S. Another manu¬ 
script, a list of the lepidoptera of Bolton by Mr. S. Reade of the 
Bolton Field Naturalists’ Society compiled in 1930, does not record 
the Northern Rustic. 

Various friends and colleagues in the north west have provided 
negative information following a request for recent records. It 
remains to say that I saw one Hying in a classic manner in suitable 
habitat at Tockholes, near Darwen (SD 6620) on 27 August 1981. 
The evidence appears to indicate that the Northern Rustic is not 
widespread but occurs irregularly in its preferred habitat and is 
probably under-recorded. Skidmore (1964) states that the fauna 
of moorland is unstable with some insects continually disappearing 
to be replaced by others, or the same species turning up again after 
a lapse of some years. S. lucemea is selected as an example of this 
phenomenon, among other lepidopterans. The records from the 
Bolton moorland localities would seem to support this theory al- 
thought there has not been continuous local recording over the last 
thirty or forty years in sufficient detail to be sure of this. 

The national distribution of lucemea is slightly odd. It is 
recorded from high ground inland in the pennines, Lake District 


THK NORTHERN RUSTIC: STANDFUSSIANA LUCERNEA 235 

and Wales. Elsewhere it appears to be restricted to coastal areas. 
This leaves huge tracts of apparently suitable high ground for this 
species such as in Scotland, Ireland and the south west of England 
from which it is absent. Is this a genuine absence and if so for what 
reasons? 
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Margaret Fountaine: the Fate of Many of her 
Books and Some of her Notes. - In her Will in 1940, 
Margaret Fountaine bequeathed many of her books and some of 
her notes to 'the youngest member of the Royal Entomological 
Society’. At that time, this turned out to be a young American, 
a Mr. J. Dennis Cowper, who returned to the States presumably 
with much of the background to Margaret Fountaine. His last known 
address is in Los Angeles, but we have learned that the building has 
now been demolished. 

We should much like to know of the whereabouts of this 
valuable collection of books and papers, and request anyone with 
information to write to: The Editor, Entomologist’s Record, 
1 Hardcourts Close, West Wickham, Kent BR4 9LG, England. 

The Silver-spotted Skipper: Hesperia comma L., a 
New Locality near Eastbourne. - On the 21st August 
1982, 1 was pleased to note a single female example of this scarce 
butterfly on the edge of the South Downs near Eastbourne. To 
my knowledge this is the first time the species has been recorded 
at this site which seems ideal for the insect. — M. PARSONS, The 
Forge, Russells Green, Ninfield, Battle, E. Sussex. 

A New Foodplant for Syntarucus pirithous L. 
— A single female S. pirithous , observed in the wild on Spetses 
island, Greece, in late August 1982, was seen laying eggs singly on 
the flower buds of an ornamental climbing Jasminum plant. I believe 
this to be an as yet unrecorded foodplant for this butterfly. — 
J. G. COUTSIS, 4 Glykonos Street, Athens 139, Greece. 



